
Project-based classes focus on hands-on learning 
 
NEWARK — Raymond Leslie often struggles to stay focused on a lecture in class. 
But when he’s holding a camera, or creating a piece of art, the concepts start clicking. 
“I’m a visual learner,” he said. “I like to take pictures and get a visual perspective on things that 
can’t be said.” A junior at Newark High School, Raymond is one of several hundred students 
participating in a new program designed to engage students in the way they learn best. 
Called the “school within a school,” the project has brought five Newark High School teachers 
together with the Granville Studio of Visual Arts to design several project-based classes for 
about 250 students. The objective is to help students get excited about learning and earn the 
credits they need to graduate, said Maura Horgan, director of secondary curriculum instruction 
for Newark City Schools.“The goal with this is to reshape how we deliver instruction,” she said. 
“It’s helping kids stay on track or get ahead of schedule.” 
After nine weeks of projects, the school-within-a-school students displayed the artwork they 
created for their English and social studies classes in an art show that opened Thursday for 
NHS’ parent-teacher conferences. 
The projects, which focused on self-exploration, are the first of many that will tie into a yearlong 
theme of food, poverty and world hunger, said Sherri Pastiva, an English teacher and guidance 
counselor. “I hope they are looking beyond just where they are now,” she said. “I hope they see 
what they are learning and doing makes a difference.” 
 
Thinking outside the box 
The foundation for the school within a school was laid when Superintendent Doug Ute came to 
Newark in 2009, Horgan said. 
“We knew kids learn differently,” she said. “We wanted to come up with an alternative program 
in a setting that provides multiple opportunities for kids to get the credits they need.” 
In spring 2011, Horgan began meeting with NHS teachers to develop the concept. 
“We challenged teachers, ‘Rethink what you are doing; think outside the box. Re-craft what you 
are doing and how you are teaching in an effort to help more kids graduate,’” she said. 
After more than a year of planning, they launched the school within a school in August. 
The program they created brought Pastiva together with social studies teacher Nick Withrow, 
business and work study instructor Ann Miller and PLATO teachers Marc Montella and Mike 
McNicol. A group of students ranging from ninth to 12th grade who were scheduled to be in 
Withrow’s social studies classes, Pastiva’s English classes and Miller’s courses were chosen to 
pilot the project. Montella and McNicol go between the classes to teach lessons in science and 
social studies. Educators from the GSVA also come into the classroom to incorporate art projects 
into the curriculum. Although students are taking their traditional high school classes, they spend 
a longer period of time in their school-within-a-school classes, which are designed to incorporate 
all subjects, including math, science and art. If students are successful in the courses, they have 
the opportunity to earn multiple credits, McNicol said.  “Collaboration is the big word,” he said. 
“The idea is kids will receive instruction from all the content areas.” 
 
Looking at the big picture 
When brainstorming ideas for the school with in a school, the teachers decided to focus the 
school year on a theme. 



Food, hunger and poverty were selected because they are issues everyone can relate to, Montella 
said. “We could do it with a global level and take it back to Newark, as well,” he said. “If they 
can see something at a local level, they can look past that to the bigger issue.” 
The students began the school year thinking and writing about themselves. They created art 
projects reflecting their self discovery and had to write artist statements to go along with them, 
Pastiva said. Withrow and his students recently finished a project with GSVA where they looked 
at how artists throughout history have tried to raise awareness about people who are struggling. 
Students learned about photographers who captured images of people living in poverty during 
the Great Depression. Then students went on field trips to Shipley Farms and Legend Hills 
Orchard to photograph what they were learning about food production. 
“They learned how to use the studio’s digital SLR cameras and generated ideas of what poverty 
is and what hunger looks like,” said Rachael Moore, director of integrated learning for the 
GSVA. “They photographed at the farms, and it was really transformative for all the kids.” 
In the upcoming weeks, students will learn about hunger and poverty in Licking County and then 
examine it on a global level. In Pastiva’s class, students will read excerpts from books such as 
“Fast Food Nation” and “The Atlas of World Hunger.” Both classes also will discuss economics 
and current events and how they tie into the theme. The teachers plan to end the school year with 
a large project, McNicol said. They are in the process of looking for grant funding to create a 
vegetable garden at the school. Students will be able to use math and science skills to design and 
plant the garden, and they’ll donate the produce to a local food pantry, he said. 
Miller’s business students will be able to apply business and marketing skills to the project. 
“It’s a great idea to get students to think not just of themselves but of the community and the 
global aspect of it,” she said. Throughout the year, technology will play a huge role in the school 
within a school project. NHS’s Apple initiative provided the classes with MacBook Airs that 
they use almost daily. “The kids are excited — it’s almost like the technology empowers them to 
further think about what they are doing and take it a step further,” Montella said. “It pushes 
them.” 
 
Engaging students 
For teachers and students, the school-within-a-school project has been a learning experience. 
“It’s the first time we’ve been through all this, so we are seeing what works and what doesn’t 
work,” Pastiva said. “It’s a work in progress.” Moore said she is excited by the fact that the 
teachers and GSVA educators are working together to blend their different disciplines. “We mix 
it all together,” she said. “The hands-on activities make (the students) motivated to come to class 
and make them feel successful.” Although the program is still in the beginning stages, students 
seem to be engaged, Withrow said. “Their participation is much different,” he said. “The kids are 
much more open and willing to participate.” When students see their art on display or participate 
in a discussion, it helps them take ownership of what they are learning. For some of the students, 
it’s one of the first times they’ve felt excited about school, he said. 
“I want them to have pride in themselves, Withrow said. “I want them to think, ‘I can do this. I 
can succeed.’” Rayann Heminger, a NHS junior, said she was nervous when she heard what she 
would be doing in the school within a school. But after working on several projects in Withrow’s 
class, she is looking forward to whatever comes next. She said she is excited about using what 
she’s learning about hunger and poverty to give back. 
“The more we learn about it, the more we can do about it,” she said. “We can help other people.” 
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